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Office Bearers for 1992 - 1993 


President Rob Moors Mandurang South Rd. Sedgwick 39 6254 
Senior Vice President Peter Morison 5 Barkly Terrace East, Bendigo 43 1091 
Junior Vice President BobRuddick  Markevitch Lane, Bendigo 49 3287 
Secretary 

Treasurer Glenise Moors Mandurang South Rd. Sedgwick 39 6254 
Membership Officer Bob Ruddick § Markevitch Lane, Bendigo 49 3287 
Excursion/syllabus organiser John Guley Lot 32, Cootamundra Pl., Junortoun 49 3479 
Librarian Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Rd. Epsom 48 4396 
Whirrakee contact Tom Burton § 5 Naranghi Drive, Bendigo 42 5518 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural 
History. The subscription rates are: Single $25; Family $30; Concession: Single $20; Family 
$25. Whirrakee subscription only is $25. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA) Meeting Room, Epsom. 
Meetings start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month in members’ homes. 
Members of the Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following 
members: J Cleary; W Demeo; R Orr; R Ruddick; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is outside the Ministry of Education complex in 

Havlin Street East, Bendigo, unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence 

at 10am (usually on a Sunday); half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either 

on a Saturday or Sunday. Full-day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend 

~ following the General Meeting. Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding 
with long weekends or holiday periods. 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA) Meeting Room, Epsom. 
President: Tom Burton 
Secretary: John Guley — 


Mammal Survey Group: meets on the third Wednesday of the month at 8pm in members’ 
homes as announced in the monthly diary. 
Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (39 5710) 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crescent, Kennington (43 4063) 


Cover Photograph: 
_ Photographer: David MacDonald 


Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala: The photo shows the adult bird standing on its nest 
feeding young. It was seen in a Yellow Gum along Binks Rd Junortoun. These birds have been 
advantaged by habitat disturbance and their numbers have increased in areas which have been 
cleared except for the roadside vegetation. ene ; 3 
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Whirrakee takes its name from the Whirrakee Wattle (Acacia williamsonii ) which is virtually 
endemic to the Bendigo region 
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Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information they use and also for any opinions 
expressed in their articles. : : 

Contributions will be included as soon as possible after they are received, although articles 
received after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for inclusion in the next issue 


of Whirrakee. 


Editor’s note 

On a sunny afternoon in early September some of us watched a group of Painted Lady butterflies 
cavorting in the forest. A butterfly would stop in a sunny spot on a Golden Wattle or on our 
clothes or hands, and spread its wings in display or in the quest for warmth: then another 
individual would approach and the two would flutter off. This repeated behaviour we watched for 
an enraptured half-hour. What do we know about Painted Ladies - one of our most conspicuous 
insects? We know that they are migratory, a member of a world-wide species or species-group; 
we know the food of the larvae - Berry Vardy published an excellent summary in Whirrakee a few 
years back. However, there is so much that we do not know. What plants, for instance, feed the 
adults? Does the Painted Lady act as a pollinator for any of our plants? Is it now more or less 
common than in the past? There is so much to learn about even such a common, easily observed 
animal! Conservation must be based on knowledge. So much to learn, so little time. 


Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. 

Back issues are available at a cost of 80 cents each. Complete sets are available at $ 8.00 for each 
volume. The above prices do not include postage. 
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Visit of the Western Victorian Field Naturalists 
Author: Win Demeo 


On the weekend of the 21st, 22nd and 23rd of August the Bendigo Club entertained the Western 
Victoria clubs, about forty visitors came from Portland, Ballarat, Creswick, Timboon, Wangaratta, 
_ Ararat and Mid Murray. They camped at Koolamurt scout camp. 

On Friday night Tom Burton spoke to them about frogs. On Saturday we took them on a tour of 
Kamarooka State Park and the Whipstick State Park: Noel Ruedin came from Echuca to show us 
around their old eucalyptus distillery at Kamarooka. He explained how the scrub was rolled down 
and new trees allowed to grow and harvested after about two years. The leaves were cooked ina 
vat and when they were cooked the liquid was drained into a dam and the oil skimmed off. This 
area is now part of the State Park. While we were there we saw a Red-capped Robin. We went 
for a walk to look at an old Mallee Fowl’s nest and it was explained to us how the fowls operated 
the nest. Then we went to Phillips Gully where club members have been putting up artificial 
nesting boxes. There we saw a Yellow-tufted Honeyeater. We then went to Skylark Dam, we 
heard frogs, saw some Blue Caladenias and along the road we saw Whirrakee Wattle and Golden 
Wattle flowering. 

We had lunch at Shadbolt picnic area, then we walked to the top of Flagstaff Hill where we could 
see Mt Korong, Mt Kooyoora and Mt Moliogal in the west, Mt Hope and Pyramid Hill in the 
north, the Cathedral spire in the south and also Bald Hill (near Mt Alexander). Then we went to 
Foxes Hill Road to look at Begonia and Boronia, then to the old rifle range near Eaglehawk to see 
Boronia and Saturday night Brian Coman gave us a talk about the problems that foxes are causing. 


On Sunday morning David MacDonald took some of the people for a walk around One Tree Hill, 
and some people went to Tom Patullo’s place to have a look at his orchids. We then had a very 
nice barbecue lunch. 

Thus ended a very busy and enjoyable weekend. 


Excursion to One Tree Hill Regional Park with the Western Victorian Field Nats 
Author: Anne Bridley 


On the morning of Sunday 23rd of August, David MacDonald led a party of enthusiasts who 
braved the cold weather to see the wildflowers on the Hill. We wandered down the track leading 
from the car park to the north-west, admiring the flowering Fairy Waxflower Eriostemon 
verrucosus, Pink Bells Tetratheca ciliata, Hakea sericea, Rough Wattle Acacia aspera, 
Hardenbergia violacea, Common Hovea Hovea linearis, Grevillea alpina and Gorse Bitter Pea 


Daviesia ulicifolia. Near the top were some specimens of the relatively uncommon Tall Greenhood 
Pterostylis longifolia. Down the slope were the little Early Nancy Wurmbea dioica while all 
around were glorious Golden Wattles Acacia pycnantha which are flowering exceptionally well this 
year. A few Leopard Orchids Diuris maculata were scattered over the slopes and we passed some 
clumps of the basal leaves of what were probably Pterostylis nana. Not having Tom Patullo with 
us we couldn’t be sure! 

During a stop on the track as David was explaining the deleterious effects of grazing on the flora of 
the Park, we spotted a pair of Buff-rumped Thombills Acanthiza reguloides building a nest in a 
crack between a hanging piece of bark and the dead trunk of a Red Ironbark Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon. The nest was about four meters above the ground. These birds often build nests at 
the base of grass tussocks. 

Further down we came to the race which marks the boundary of the Park and crossed into the land 
which is the subject of the current appeal for funds to save it from subdivision. Here we found 
some patches of Nodding Greenhood Pterostylis nutans. Our party sighted a White-eared 
Honeyeater Lichenostomus leucotis and a Diamond Firetail Emblema guttatum at a small dam. 
More views were provided a little later of the forested private land which stretches from the Park 
towards Flora Hill. It was a very pleasing prospect and it would be a great shame to see it 
disappear. 

We then walked around to the east and south on our way back up to One Tree Hill. While we were 
still outside the Park a young Field Nat and reptile enthusiast from Portland, Peter Butler, found a 
Little Whip Snake Unechis flagellum under a rock for us. 

Although it was not very good birding WEBUES, I made a list of 29 species, a fairly typical number 
for a short walk in local forest. 

Thanks to David MacDonald for leading us on this walk. 


Thank You Bendigo FNC 
Author: Marion Mahood, Secretary of WVFNC 


As Secretary of the Western Victoria Association, it is my pleasure to convey to your Club our 
members’ appreciation of a most enjoyable and successfully run Campout at the weekend. 
Saturday in the bush was a very rewarding day, likewise Sunday morning at the respective areas 
visited. The stimulating presentation of each Guest Speaker’s subject was very informative, 
interesting and entertaining, much to the pleasure of fellow members. 

“Thank You” for your club’s hospitality, time and work put into the organisation of the weekend 


Visit by Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria 

Members of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Victoria are planning a bus excursion to the Whipstick 
area out of Bendigo, on Sunday, Ist November, 1992. 

Members of BFNC are most welcome to join them. Please see excursion details on the dairy page. 
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Guest Speaker - September Club Meeting 
Author: Tom Burton 


John Robinson gave an informative account of a tragedy, the extinction of the Tasmanian Tiger or 
Thylacine. John presented convincing evidence that despite the odd sensational article in the press 
and magazines, the chance of any Thylacine’s surviving to the present is very remote. John 

_ emphasised the amazing effort that went into the trapping of wallabies (Bennet’s wallaby and the 
Rufous-bellied Pademelon) - up to 3 500 000 snare nights per year of legal trapping, which went 
on all over the state from the 1880’s to about 1950, and who knows how much illegal trapping. 
Yet no Thylacines have been caught, even accidentally since 1933. We learned that the annual 
catch rate of Thylacines went from 100 per year through the 1880’s and 1890’s, then there was a 
peak of 170 in 1900, then a collapse to only two animals in 1909, and the occasional Thylacine 
after that. John suggested that the Thylacine population was probably only about 300 at its peak. 
He showed us a cast of a “Thylacine footprint’ that turns out to have been a Wombat’s print, told 
us of the futility of seeking Thylacines in the beech forest of the south-west, where most 
expeditions seem to go, and described the table manners of the Tasmanian Devil. In conclusion, in 
an attempt to bring his talk to a positive ending John pointed out that at least the Thylacine presents 
us with a symbol of extinction, a salutary tale to warn us of what can happen. 

If any story so sad can be said to be enjoyable, this one was, because of the telling. 


September Bird Observers Group Meeting 
Author: Tom Burton 


Instead of a presentation by a guest speaker, the main item on the agenda was discussion of a list 
of birds thought to be in decline in some parts of Victoria. This list consists of common’ birds not 
already declared to be threatened or rare. Members with long experience of particular areas around 
the region gave their impressions of how bush birds are surviving in their areas. Of course there 
were disagreements: birds such as the White-browed Babbler, Common Bronzewing and Jacky 
Winter were deemed to be failing in some areas and holding their own in others. There was 
general agreement that the Noisy Miner, Grey Currawong and Olive-backed Oriole were increasing 
in numbers. The birds which drew unanimous concern were the birds of prey: Wedge-tailed 
Eagles, Swamp Harriers and Whistling Kite; the robins, especially the Hooded and Yellow 
Robins; the thornbills, especially the Buff-rumped; and the Painted Button-quail, Zebra Finch, 
Diamond Firetail and Spotted Pardalote. 

Reasons advanced for the decline of these birds included farm practices, excessive predation, land 
clearance and the drought of “82 from which many bush species are still recovering. 

The Bird Observers Group invites further comments from anyone with a reasonable experience of 
the birds of any area in the Bendigo region. If you haven’t a copy of this list, contact David 
MacDonald at a meeting or on 395756. 


Notes and Observation: 4 September 1992 Meeting 
Author: Bird Observers Group 


Breeding 

Red Wattlebird (10 pairs) Junortoun, September 792 

Magpie (eggs) Junortoun, 4 September ’92 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill (3 pairs building) Junortoun, 2 September ’92 
Crested Pigeon (building) Junortoun, 2 September ’92 

Galah (in hollow) Wellsford Forest, 25 August 92 

Little Raven (building) Epsom, 25 August ’92 

Red Wattlebird (2 young) Epsom, 25 August 792 

White-browed Babbler (2) (eggs) Whipstick, 2 September 92 

Common Bronzewing (2) (eggs) Whipstick, 2 September 92 

Eastern Rosella (1) (eggs) Bendigo, 3 September ‘92 

New Holland Honeyeater (nesting) White Hills, 4 September 92 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet (in artificial hollow) Strathfieldsaye, 21 August ’92 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike (selecting site) Junortoun, 1 September ’92 
Dusky Woodswallow (mating) One Tree Hill, 28 August 92 


Migrants 
Rufous Songlark (1 heard) Strathfieldsaye, 21 August 92 
Pallid Cuckoo (1) Junortoun, 11 August ’92 


Observations 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater (7) White Hills, 4 September 92 

Common Bronzewing (1) White Hills, 4 September 92 

Wedge-tailed Eagle (2) Sugarloaf Range, 15 August ’92 

Pelican (22) Calivil, 5 August ’92 

Black-shouldered Kite (2) Prairie, 21 August 92 

Long-billed Corella (several) Longlea, 11 August ’92 

Stubble Quail (6) Calivil, 2 September ’92 

Boobook Owl (1) Sedgwick, 26 August 792 

White-browed Woodswallow (23) Junortoun, 21 August ’92 

Tawny Frogmouth (2) Junortoun, 4 September ’92 

Noisy Friarbird (hundreds) Sugarloaf Range, 4 September 92 
“(last seen) Flora Hill-Strathdale, 14 August ’92 


Lists 

Calivil August ’92 

Longlea 11 August ’92 

Axe Creek July - August ’92 


The Tawny-crowned Honeyeater appears to be a regular visitor to White Hills. They have been 
recorded in each of the last three years, and we have a record from ten years ago. These are 
usually birds of the mallee in this region, but they are also found in coastal heaths so it is not quite 
so surprising that they appear in the low scrub at White Hills. 

The value of artificial nest boxes has been demonstrated by the use of one by a Purple-crowned 
Lorikeet. Red Wattlebirds are nesting in numbers at Junortoun. The Wattlebird is one species that 
has built up in recent years, at the expense of other honeyeaters 


Annual Report of the Bird Observers Group 1991 - 1992 


The Bird Observers group had another successful year, with good regular attendance at meetings, 


excellent guest speakers, very interesting records and initiatives, and the launch of the ‘Birds of the 
Bendigo District’ book. 


Details of the guest speaker, topic, bird of the night are: 


3 October 1991: No guest speaker, topic: discussion of notes and observations 
b.o.n.: Banded Lapwing 
1 November 1991: Rob Drummond: bird photography, b.o.n.: Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 
6 December 1991: Douglas Robinson: birds in decline, b.o.n.: Australian Hobby 
8 February 1992: No guest speaker, topic: observations made over holiday period 
b.o.n.: Masked Lapwing . 


6 March 1992: David Hollands: nocturnal birds, b.o.n.: Flame Robin 
3 April 1992: Bill Flentje: Spotted Nightjar, b.o.n.: Spotted Nightjar 
1 May 1992: Rob Watkins: Queensland birds 
5 June 1992: Richard Loyn: Birds and Forest Management, 
b.o.n.: Buff-rumped Thornbill 
2 July 1992: Chris Tzaros: Variation of Eastern Rosella, 
b.o.n.: Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
7 August 1992: Peter Menckhorst: Helmeted Honeyeater, b.o.n.: Pacific Black Duck 


4 September 1992: _—_ No guest speaker, topic: discussion of birds thought to be in decline 
b.o.n.: Superb Fairy Wren 
The Annual General Meeting chaired by Anne Bridley was held on 4 September. 
Office Bearers for 1992 - 93 are: President: Tom Burton 
Vice-President: John Burtonclay 
Secretary: John Guley 
Correspondence Secretary: Mary Wilson 
Bird of the Night Committee: Bill Flentje, Jack Kellam 
Notes and Observations Committee: Anne Bridley, 
Tom Burton, Mary Wilson 


Thanks were expressed at the AGM to those who had served as officers and committee members in 
1991 - 92. 


Bird Observers Club of Australia - Ballarat Branch 

The monthly outing (on October 25) of the club is to the Clunes Forest to look for Painted 
Honeyeaters and Speckled Warblers. Members of the BFNC are most welcome. 

Outings normally depart form the Civic Hall car park Ballarat at 8:30 am but you ned to check with 
the Secretary Helen O’Donnell beforehand (4 Lane Street Ballarat) 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison 


Each month the Club receives a number of newsletters and magazines: some by subscription and 
some in exchange for Whirrakee. These are available from the club librarian at our meetings. 


PARK WATCH (Victorian National Parks Association, No.170 September 1992) 

“Fire and Ash: Melbourne’s Mountain Forests” by Tom Griffiths is an extract from a forthcoming 
book, ‘Secrets of the forest: Discovering history in Melbourne’s Ash Range’. It explains the 
special character of these steeper, wetter, denser and taller eastern forests, so different from our 
drier, sparser woodlands. The Mountain Ash is described as a ‘tree of wonder’, in particular for 
its rapid growth and remarkable height. Examples of the latter are given. 

Mountain Ash needs fire to regenerate but mature trees are easily killed by fire, and forests can be 
destroyed if fire comes again before the regrowth has developed viable seed. Reference is made to 
some of the disastrous fires which have affected these forests. 

“Memories of Gabo” by Eileen McKee deals with the history of the island and its lighthouse and 
the need for the latter, and other Victorian lighthouses, to be kept under public control. The island 
is noted for its birdlife, with a large population of fairy penguins, muttonbirds and raptors. The 
writer’s grandfather was head keeper on the island for fifteen years and she relates some of the 
family memories of that time, including extracts from her mother’s diary. 

“Life on our Rocky Shores” by Gerry Quinn reports on an interesting new book published by the 
VNPA. ‘Life on the Rocky Shores of South-Eastern Australia’ by Gerry Quinn, Geoff Wescott 
and Russell Synnot is a pocket-sized guide to the animals and plants of this habitat. The book 
contains photographs, drawings and descriptions of each organism. The article mentions a few of 
the more unusual behaviours of seaside creatures such as the predatory snails which feed on 
mussels and barnacles by drilling holes through the shells and sucking out the contents. 


THE VICTORIAN NATURALIST (FNCV, Volume 109 (4) August 1992) 

This special issue is devoted to the theme of vegetation corridors in Victoria. 

“Restoring Connectivity to Fragmented Landscapes” by Andrew Bennet asks the question “does 
roadside vegetation have a role ?’ Habitat fragmentation and isolation is a problem for wildlife and 
can lead to the decline and sometimes extinction of local populations. The importance of roadside 
vegetation in connecting habitats is outlined and examples given. 

“Roadside Management within VIC ROADS” by Graeme Stone gives an overview of his 
organisation’s attitude to this issue. It deals with the values and uses of roadside reserves, and the 
management of existing roadside vegetation. The latter involves surveying roadsides and 
developing management plans, followed by education and training of road and utility workers. 
Some examples of roadside conservation programs are described: The Great Ocean Road and the 
Hamilton Highway. 

“Conservation of Rare and Threatened Species in Linear Reserves” by Anne Dennis details the 
work of the Victorian Roadside Conservation committee, and discusses the importance of road and 
rail reserves in the conservation of our flora and fauna. Members of Field Naturalist Clubs have 
helped with assessment of linear reserves in their local areas, providing much valuable knowledge. 
Example are given of plants which only exist on these reserves, showing the importance of 
protecting this land. . 

“What Happens Next - Road Side Conservation” by M.R. Gilbert reports on the practical 
application of roadside vegetation conservation in the Gisborne Shire. Once conservation values 
had been assigned to all road reserves, roadside conservation strategies were adopted and carried 
out in areas of fire prevention work, roadside vegetation regeneration, SEC assets and road 
construction. 


Two other interesting articles report on the wildlife of a disused railway reserve in Western 
Victoria, and the preservation of Camberwell’s natural heritage. 


Annual Report of the Mammal Survey Group 1991 - 1992 


The major activities of the Group during the past year were to check the 126 boxes placed in six 
sites in Spring Gully Reservoir and to search for squirrel gliders in the Bendigo region. 

Nest boxes placed last year at Big Hill Primary School, Mandurang Primary School and Spring 
Gully Primary School with the help of the Mammal Survey Group were inspected under the 
supervision of John Lindner and Sue Harrison. 

It was with sadness that the Group sent condolences to Bev Leeson and family following the death 
of Laurie Leeson. Laurie had been an active member of the Group for many years. 

During the year (starting October 1991) the Group held nine monthly meetings. Two of these had 
members presenting special topics and two guest speakers addressed the Group. The following is 
a calendar of the Group’s activities and meeting topics or activities. 


Summaries of Meetings in 1991 - 1992 

August 1991: The Annual General Meeting was held in August and John Burtonclay was elected 
Chairman. David MacDonald - Vice Chairman, Bill Holsworth - Hon. Secretary 
and Ian Fenselau - Equipment Officer. 

October: Organised a spotlighting trip to Stuart Mill in November. Consideration of results 
from Spring Gully Reservoir nest boxes checked on 8 September. Discussions of 
captive reared wild animals and their release, and the evolution of monotremes. 

November: _ Presentation of results of Stuart Mill spotlighting trip, and spotlighting with 
St Arnaud Field Nats. Discussion of the effects of control burning vs wildfire on 
forest ecology. 

February 1992: Report on possible Squirrel Glider observations at Kooyoora State Park and 
sighting at Colbinabbin was presented by John Robinson. These 
observations were made by JR, John Burtonclay, Lyndall Rowley and 
Lance Costin. Spotlighting techniques were described. 

Organised check of Spring gully nest boxes in March. 

March: Organised to check nest boxes in Spring gully Reservoir. Discussion of joint spot- 
lighting weekend with the St Arnaud Field Nats at Stuart Mill. Discussed trap 
modification to avoid damage to Tuan and Squirrel Glider tails, suitable nest boxes 
for Feather-tailed Gliders and the role of nest boxes in conservation. 

April: Report on Spring Gully nest box survey and the Stuart Mill weekend. A guest 
speaker, Barry Trail from Monash University addressed the Group on Tuan and 
Squirrel Glider biology at Chiltern. A second guest speaker, Evan Jones addressed 
the Group on ecology of feral cats in Victoria and elsewhere. 


May: Organised to check nest boxes in the Spring Gully Reservoir in June. 
Discussion of DCE program on “Responsible Pet Ownership”. 
June: Report on the nest boxes in the Spring Gully Reservoir. Discussion of Honey bees 


and their impact on native flora and fauna, with a presentation of the research being 
done by Paton, Pyke, Schwarz and others. 

July: Discussion of radio tracking techniques and new equipment available. A review of 

i some of the papers from the Australian Mammal Society AGM was presented by 
Bill Holsworth. 

August: The Box-Ironbark Conference in Benalla was attended by three of the Group, and a 
discussion of topics from that conference, particularly those concerning mammals 
was led by David MacDonald. 

New officers nominated: Chairman - John Burtonclay 
Vice-Chairman - John Guley 
Hon. Secretary - David MacDonald 
Property Officer - Ian Fenselau 


Summary of Field Activity 


1.Spotlighting and “Hollow watching” surveys: 
General Club Activity: 
Stuart Mill: 2 - 3 November 1991 
Pyrenees State Forest: 17 - 19 April 1992 


Most of the surveys were conducted by a small group of one to five members, indicated by the 
initials of the leader of the group, [(JR) for John Robinson] Others of the Group were usually 
Lance Costin, Lyndall Rowley, Dale Gibbons and Peter Allan. 

Their surveys included Stuart Mill (noted above) and the following: 


Barnadown Bridge: (JR) December (2 surveys) 

Eppalock Forest: (JR) December 

- Forest Creek (Muskery East School Road): (IR) December (2 surveys); (JR) February 

Colbinabbin, Mt Misery Road: (JR) January, (JR) July (5 surveys) 

Gobarup Cr: (JR) January, July 

Rushworth Forest (JR) January 

Mt Kooyoora and Cochranes Ck: (JR) December, (JR) Jenuaty e surveys), (JR) February, 
Forbes Creek- (JR) September 

Axe Creek Forest: (JR) December 

Wellsford Forest: (JR) December; (JR) January (2 surveys) 

Emu Creek: (JR) February 

Old Axedale Railway Station: (JR) February 

Carnochans Lane, Pilchers Bridge: (JR) February 

Reedy Lake: (JR) July 

Bullock Creek: (JR) July (3 nights) 

Kamarooka: (JR) July (2 nights); (JR) August 

Bendigo Creek - Goornong: (JR) August (2 nights) 

Sugarloaf: (JR) July, (JR) August (6 nights) 


The extensive surveys undertaken by JR and associates were concentrated on habitats likely to 
have sugar gliders as indicated by the presence of a variety of Eucalyptus species, with the Yellow 
Gum being the key species; the availability of a drought-proof source of water; a large area of 
continuous habitat; and the presence of hollows in the trees. 

The methods used to detect the gliders included spotlighting and feeder bottles filled with fresh 
honey and water. Spotlighting and the feeder bottles were most effective when only a few gums 
were flewenne: A red filter over the spotlights increased manyfold the chances of seeing 
eyeshine 


2. Trapping 
Carnochans Lane, (JR) February 1992 
Pyrenees State Forest, 17-19 April 1992 


3. Nest box checks at Spring Gully 
Site 1: 8 Sept. 91 
Site 2: 8 Sept. 91 
Site 3: 8 Sept. 91, 14 June 92 


Site 4: 14 June 92 
Site 5: 8 Sept 91, 29 March 92 
Site 6: 29 March 92 — 
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Journey into History up the Campaspe River 
Author: John Lindner 


Part 1 


In recent years our club excursion in February has been a canoe and boat trip across Lake Eppalock 
and up into the arm created by the junction of the Campaspe River with the lake. In fact we have 
done this excursion three times - 1987, 1990 and 1992. There are some very interesting features to 
observe on this journey, both natural and historical. After this year's trip, I become rather 
frustrated about the few tantalising and conflicting hints of the history of the various ruins and 
remnants, which seemed to evoke a past not so far off. I was determined to find out at least 
something about them. 


From the Metcalfe Pool Caravan Park, the canoe trip takes a winding course southwards for about 
6.5 kilometres to the point where the summer trickle of the Campaspe meets the still water of the 
lake. Presumably when the lake is at full supply level, the trip is rather longer as the lake water 
would reach further up the river. The total length of the canoe trip is therefore about 13 kilometres, 
combined with a walk of about 4 km. 


Frederick Westblade’s “Flower Hill” 

At about 4 kilometres, you travel up a wide shallow section of the lake, at the head of which is the 
first ruin, a roofless sandstone building. Nearby are a solitary, very large, spreading Oak tree, and 
a magnificent avenue of Elm trees leading inland. I have always been intrigued by the remains of 
what was once a substantial building, still retaining its air of solidity. In the bright dazzling 
weather of February, the warm colours of the large sandstone blocks (meaning rock of local origin 
which splits along the bedding planes) are particularly attractive against the blue of the sky. The 
triangular shapes of the gable ends, relieved of their roof beams, lean slightly outwards, and in fact 
the one on the northern end has collapsed since 1990: the southern end lost half of its gable at some 
stage too. 


This is the location of "Flower Hill" farm, established by Frederick Westblade in 1862 or 1863. 
At that time, one of the sections of Grant's Land Act, passed by the new Victorian Parliament, 
made it possible for people with little capital to select small blocks of the land from the Crown on 
reasonable terms. This Act was designed to wrest the land from the grip of the squatters, who 
occupied nearly all of it as one vast sheep walk. In the period 1865 - 1870, many people selected 
land, mostly blocks of 20 or 40 acres. Some of them became substantial landowners in the future. 
This is the background to the settlement of the land along the Campaspe, which affects the lives of 
each of the people mentioned below. 


Lars Frederick Westblade was Swedish and came to Australia in 1851, heading for the Bendigo 
goldfield at first. He then moved to Heathcote in 1853 during the rush to the newly discovered 
Mclvor goldfield. In 1856, Westblade and Company, a partnership of Frederick and two others, 
had a powerful steam crusher in operation to crush quartz for the removal of 

gold, but this partnership was dissolved in 1858. In 1861, he was a director of the Mclvor Flour 
Milling and Quartz Crushing Company which announced a public float in order to finance 
expansion, but the plans did not eventuate. 
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In 1857, he married Bridget Madden at Kyneton. She was the widow of Michael Madden, the 
licensee of the Mia Mia Hotel, one of the first hotels built on the tracks from Melbourne to the 
Mclvor goldfield. However the value of this hotel had decreased rapidly as others were built in 
Heathcote on the goldfield itself. Bridget had 6 children from this first marriage, and subsequently 
had 10 more, of whom 8 survived. She and her new husband ran the Mia Mia Hotel from 1857 to 
1871. During this period, the wooden building was replaced by a stone one, and they also built up 
their considerable interests in land. In 1871 they leased the hotel to a son in law, and moved to 
"Flower Hill". 


Frederick Westblade was very active in the affairs of the district. In 1869, he was on the 
committee of the Mia Mia Common School No. 952, and the advertisement for a new teacher in 
late 1869 went out over his name. 

_ In 1874, he was a member of the Railway Committee, formed in 1868, to agitate for a railway link 
to Heathcote. He was three times President of the Shire of Mclvor, 1873 - 1874, 1879-1880 and 
1880-1881. He was reputed to be a noted wrestler, and at one time he won the Wrestling 
Championship of Bendigo. 


Westblade's first small house at "Flower Hill", measuring about ten by five metres, was made of 
sandstone, and is positioned right opposite the end of the avenue. It is now completely smothered 
by Pepper Trees. In 1886, the older Westblades moved on to the Kerang district, and established 
"Westby Park" at Murrabit. Frederick Westblade died there in January 1898, aged 65 years. One 
of the sons, Charles, stayed on at the Campaspe and built a second larger home of bluestone. In 
1910, the property was bought by William Campbell and passed through a succession of owners 
and lessees before being acquired by George Ross, brother of Jack, at the end of World War 
Two. 


The bluestone homestead was built higher up right on the brow of the hill, overlooking a steep 
drop to the Campaspe River, a most imposing position for a house. This building, measuring 
about 11.5 by 10 metres, had four main rooms whose thick bluestone walls were plastered over. 
On the river side of the house was a laundry. A windmill beside the river further downstream 
pumped water up to the house. Not far from the house is the site of the double-seater toilet, with 
one small and one large opening for children and adults respectively, once positioned over a 
cesspit. At the front of the house the remains of the edges of flower beds, outlined with brick, 
may be seen. The bluestone blocks from the house were removed and incorporated into another 
house built by Jack Ross. 


This road into "Flower Hill" was probably constructed by the Shire of Mclvor when Frederick 
Westblade was a member of the council. Even today this road is a public one although it appears 
as just another farm track. Upon nearing the homestead, the road cuts through the crest of a hill 
for over 100 metres, reaching a maximum depth of two metres. The work done to excavate this 
cutting must have been very considerable. The surface of the cutting is now very eroded, but it 
was once in good order. From the top of the cutting, you can look back to the west over the 
avenue below and see Mt. Alexander in the distance. 


The road then enters the impressive avenue of trees which continues down the hill right to the 
homestead. Each half of the avenue is over 100 metres in length. The upper half begins with two 
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Spruces, one on each side, and then follow lines of old and somewhat untidy Monterey Pines, 
with some Elm suckers and one large Sugar Gum. The lower half of the avenue is made up of 
Elms, spaced in opposite pairs and with their top branches meeting overhead, creating a deep 
tunnel of shade, a welcome respite on a hot day. Upon leaving the avenue, the road curves to the . 
left up the hill and passes through the garden and right by the ruins of the bluestone house. Part 
of edges of the road are outlined with basalt stones. 


This house is surrounded by the remains of a wonderful garden, containing olives, almonds, 
medlars, lemons and and oranges, cypress pines, Pepper Trees, a Norfolk Island Pine, a Bunya 
Bunya Pine, a Monterey Pine and a Silky Oak, all very large. On the edge of the cliff, 
overlooking the river, there is a large clump of Agave cactus (with a spectacular flower spike in 
1990) and some healthy Oleander plants. A fire lit by campers swept through this garden in about 
1950, and caused some damage. All the trees seem to have regrown, but evidence of the fire can 
be seen in the bare middle section of the Bunya Pine which did not resprout. It is always 
remarkable that two of the lemon trees seem able to bear fruit in February, in the middle of the 
hottest and driest month, on a very dry and well-drained hill. How they do this is rather a 


mystery. 


The rectangular building first mentioned was a stable, barn and hayloft. It was built for Westblade 
by a Swede called Johnson or Svenson. It measures 12.6 by 6.4 metres, with a wall height of 2.3 
metres. The lower sills of two openings ("windows") may be seen on the west side, and there are 
two doorways, one narrow on the east side and one wider on the west. The plinth (foundation 
course of blocks) is a little wider than the walls which sit upon them. These have been constructed 
in distinct courses, with each one being finished level, before going on to the next course. The 
mortar appears to be just mud or clay, but there may be some lime in it. There were 4 internal 
poles helping to support the roof, covered in wooden shingles at first but later galvanised 
corrugated iron. One end was a four-stall stable, the other was storage for chaff. The ceiling of 
large wooden planks formed the floor of the loft where hay was stored: one charred remnant of this 
is visible on the inside, but part of the beams may still be seen from the outside, embedded in the 
wall. After World War Two, the Ross brothers used the building as a hayshed. In about 1955, 
this building was destroyed by a fire lit by some people coming to the spot in boats, a great 
tragedy. 


At the northern end of the barn, there is a circular depression in the ground, all that remains of a 
horseworks, an arrangement of cogs and gears, around which a horse walked, to drive a chaff 
Cutter positioned on the other side of the circular track. Nearby the barn are the remains of a much 
smaller building of bluestone blocks, now full of bottles and cans left by visitors coming to the site 
by boat. This small building may have been constructed as a hut for employees of the Westblades. 
The Oak tree near the barn is not of great height, but has horizontal limbs of extraordinary length 
which make a huge diameter. 


Woodsie’s Hole 

Another kilometre further on, as another sharp bend is approached, you come upon a wide deep 
hole in the river, with a very large sandy bank on the west shore. This is usually where we stop to 
swim and have lunch. 
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The local name for this spot is Woodsie's Hole, named after a fellow called George Woods, who 
lived here possibly around 1900. He was a small man, judging by the size of the hut, and is 
reputed to have retired to this spot as the result of a broken romance. He supported himself by 
gardening and fossicking for gold, but he was probably not the first to prospect there. However 
the location was too damp and cold, and he later moved to a hut at Mia Mia. Jack Ross remembers 
him playing a button accordion and kettle drum at concerts at the local hall. He eventually went to 
the Benevolent Home in Bendigo, died in the late 1930's and was buried at Kangaroo Flat. 


The remains of his small stone hut, with fireplace at one end, may still be found on the east bank, 
just a short distance upstream from the sand bar and deep hole. At the end of the hut opposite the 
chimney is a deep hole, which may have been a cellar, perhaps roofed over with bark sheets, in 
which to keep food from perishing. The east bank of the river at this point has quite gently sloping 
ground, in comparison to the west bank which is very steep indeed. This enabled him to flatten 
out the ground still more by forming terrace walls at two levels parallel to the river. The lower 
wall in particular is very impressive. On the large surface thus created, other lines of stones have 
been laid out, perhaps demarcating sections within the garden. There is evidence of other 
construction with stone, the purpose of which is hard to determine, but all in all the amount of 
work that has been done is quite impressive. 


From the deep water hole, you have to make your way through a lot of dead timber in the water, 
but only half a kilometre on, you come to the point where there is a substantial rock barrier, and the 
reduced flow of the Campaspe enters the lake. There is a large stand of River Bottlebrush 
(Callistemon paludosus) just here. From this point, you have to head out onfoot, following the 
almost dry river upstream. Having climbed up onto the hills above the river, one is struck by the 
lines of sedimentary strata laid right on their edges and pointing upwards, the lines marching over 
the hills in orderly fashion, the very bones of the country. 


Gold. Mining and the Taafe Brothers 

The next feature of interest is a group of very deep gold mine shafts, on the steep slope of the west 
bank It is very rare to find the remains of any wooden parts of such mines, but there is part of a 
stamping battery, which in 1990 still had the curved lifting rods of the camshaft. Although they 
may not have been the first, this site was occupied at one time by the Taafe brothers, Nicholas and 
George, who lived further up the hill at what is now "Birran Birran". Early in this century, the 
Taafe bothers also held the licence for the Mia Mia Hotel, before the Reiss finally expired in 
1908. 


To be continued in the next issue........ 


Mid-Murray Field Naturalists Club | 

The camp-out in October is to Mt Eccles, Hamilton. The date is 16-18 October and members of the 
BEFNC are welcome to join. 

Please check details with the Secretary Miss Grace Willoughby (Nyah Ph. 30 2644) 
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Diary 


General Meeting 

Wednesday October 14, 7:30pm, Department of Food and Agriculture (formerly DARA), Epsom 
Speaker: Dr Ian MacBean on Pesticides and the Evolution of Resistance. 

Dr MacBean will talk about the rapid rise and fall of DDT and other chlorine-containing pesticides 
_as their use created a succession of resistant pests. He is the Acting Principal of the LaTrobe 
University College of Northern Victoria and has an interest in natural history. 


Wednesday November 11, 7:30, DARA, Epsom 
Speaker: Jane Cleary on an Earthwatch cares to look at the status of the Red-billed Chough. 


Bird Observers Group 

Friday November 6, 7:30pm, DARA, Epsom 
Speaker: Dr Tom Burton on Birds in Vineyards 
Bird of the Night: Rufous Bristlebird 


Friday December 4, 7:30pm DARA, Epsom 
Speaker: Joe Benshemesh on the Conservation of the Mallee Fowl 
Bird of the Night: Lewin Honeyeater 


Mammal Survey Group 

Wednesday October 28, 8pm, at the home of Anne Bridley and John Guley, fot 32 Cootamundra 
Pl Junortoun. Annual General Meeting. Election of Office Bearers for 1992-93. 

Please bring a chair. 


Committee Meeting 
Wednesday October 21, 8pm. Please contact the PRS Rob Moors (39 6254) for sp@mieion 
about the venue for this meeting. 


Brcursione 
Sunday October 11: Check on nest boxes in "Sohne Gully Reservoir with the Mammal Survey 
Group. Meet at the Shakespeare St (Spring ‘Gull entrance at 10am. 


Sunday October 18: Wildflower walk through Jackass Flat Flora Reserve. Meet outside the 
Ministry of pateattion complex (Havlin Street) at 1 tS pm or at the Edwards St entrance at 2 pm. 


Sunday November 1; The viciorian Field Namal Club invites members of the BFNC to join 
them on their excursion to the ee Details will be announced at the Cabs main meeting: 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as s rola members attic: oie a plate or pay $1.00 for 

_ supper. This small amount is us by the ease to cent members who LESS essential 
supper supplies 


ae | | 


